belongs to the mainstream, but that the ethnic majority and the mainstream are not identical. After all, the borders of mainstream society are not fixed as the newcomers who stay will eventually further expand the mainstream (Matsaganis et al., 2010) . In this study, the mainstream media is defined as the media produced by and for the society's majority, where the Hispanics are not excluded. Contrarily, the Hispanic media targets only the ethnic Hispanic minority. Thanks to easier connections between migrants and their home countries and growing globalization (travelling is less expensive and faster and the Internet has improved accessibility), immigrants nowadays have more means to foster their own identities. In doing so, they create a hybrid identity because they feel connected to their home countries as well as the country they have immigrated to. These hybrid -or hyphenated-identities allow people to identify clac 66/2016, 51-85 de cort, de schutter and vangehuchten: hispanic media 55 themselves with other cultural identities, such as Chinese-American, African-American and many others (Alba & Nee, 2003) . The following section presents an overview of research on the role of the media in a multicultural context related to ethnic minorities.
Media in a multicultural context
Research on intercultural communication in Western society has been expanding at the same pace as the development of the multicultural society, due to globalization and migration. With respect to the role of the media and its influence on society, a study carried out by Van Dijk back in 1987 concluded that ethnic prejudices are rarely based on personal, unique experiences or opinions, but instead formed from what people read and hear on the news. More specifically regarding immigration, Hart (2010, p. 16) states that "knowledge of certain social and political realities is not formed from first-hand experience but rather on basis of texts to which we are exposed". Furthermore, it seems that it is mainly the mainstream media that affects the public's attitude, including that of minorities, albeit often indirectly. Koller (2005, p. 205) notes that primary texts, and as such also the ideologies they contain, are discussed and distributed by secondary texts:
"Commentary constitutes a secondary text which acts as a lens through which the primary one is simultaneously reified and modified". For that reason, the mainstream media has the power to decide "on the selection, extent, frequency and nature of their reporting" (Hart, 2010, p. 17) and to determine which issues are important. As a consequence, the mainstream media has an impact on the ethnic media's content. This ensures that the mainstream media unknowingly or knowingly influences the attitudes of the entire readership and, therefore, the thoughts and ideas of society.
Regarding the Hispanic community in the U.S., Wilkinson and Earle (2013) empirically investigated to what extent social, economic and political power influences the perceptions of commonality of the Hispanic community with Blacks and Whites. They state that, on the one hand, Hispanics will identify themselves more with AfricanAmericans than whites, given their similar socio-economic background and experience with racism. On the other hand, they will also react against them, precisely because of these similar socio-economic difficulties that engender rivalry. The attitude of the Hispanics with respect to the African-American population thus seems, ambiguous, as concluded by Wilkinson and Earle (2013, p. 811): clac 66/2016, 51-85 de cort, de schutter and vangehuchten: hispanic media 56
Latinos who identify pan-ethnically and perceive commonality with other Latinos sense greater commonality with Blacks and Whites. This finding challenges previous suggestions of commonality with Black in that Latino group consciousness may actually lead to more favorable perceptions of other minority groups and the majority group. Hence, increased group consciousness among Latinos will lead to more positive views of Blacks and Whites possibly leading to more sustained coalitions between Latinos and those who have substantial social and economic power and those who have less.
The idea of "united we stand" seems to be crucial to this debate. The more Hispanics living together in the same city or place, the stronger they will feel to reach out to other communities. California and Florida are known for their large Hispanic communities.
Therefore, it can be argued that the Spanish speakers living in Los Angeles and Florida experience a greater sense of commonality with the black community in Ferguson, which will translate itself in the Hispanic reporting in these aforementioned states. The next section explains how this hypothesis will be examined. (Brown & López, 2013; CDC, 2015) . The Spanish newspapers used in this research are mainly from California and Florida. These states have a significant Hispanic population: respectively 14.4 million and 4.4 million Hispanics out of a total of 37.7 million and 19.1 million. In addition, the geographical clac 66/2016, 51-85 de cort, de schutter and vangehuchten: hispanic media 57 location of the selected Spanish newspapers-respectively the West and East coast-is sufficiently dispersed to expect that the local press has a certain uniqueness.
Furthermore, all databases of the newspaper websites were freely accessible and free of charge. All chosen newspapers meet the three criteria, except for El Vocero Hispano and 20 Minutos. The first is located and distributed in the state of Michigan and the latter is the American version of the Spanish 20 Minutos, which also has a Mexican edition.
Research methodology
The research methodology followed in this research is a discourse analysis based on the theories of Fairclough (2001) and van Dijk (2008) in combination with the subdivision of social actors according to van Leeuwen (2008) . Discourse analysis is known for its variety in methodological approaches. What characterizes all of them is the fact that they are not based on one conceptual frame, but rather proceed by points of interest.
"Discourse" is defined by Van Dijk as "text in context", meaning that the linguistic and narrative features of a text are always related to the social and political context wherein it was written. This relationship is dialectical or bidirectional, as confirmed by Fairclough. A discourse is influenced by the social relations, norms and conventions of the structure wherein it is produced. On the other hand, discourse is also a reality that influences this social structure. Thus, as stated by Van Dijk, a text is both a product and a producer. Within this frame, Van Leeuwen's subdivision of social actors is a research methodology that focuses on how the social participants are included or excluded in the social discourses.
In the concrete, the research methodology we followed in this study consists of three levels and will be explained in the following subsections.
Level 1: The description of the text
The description level focuses on how the Spanish and English media present and refer to the social actors of the news facts; in this case, the white majority of government officials and the African-American community. Van Leeuwen (2008) distinguishes three different scopes: a wide, specific and narrow scope.
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1.
Manifestantes For the Spanish and English newspaper articles, a table with five columns was created in which all words and synonyms referring to the events (e.g. death), the acts (e.g. shot dead), the offender (e.g. the white police officer Darren Wilson), the victim (e.g.
Michael Brown, the 19-year-old teen of African-American origin) and other events and people (e.g. racial riots) were categorized. Then, an explanatory dictionary that mentions possible connotations (Merriam-Webster) was used to verify whether the English words used were neutral or have a positive or negative connotation. The same procedure was followed for the Spanish words (RAE). Afterwards, the Spanish words were compared to the English terms to analyze which point of view the Spanish media adopted and whether or not it differed from the English mainstream media.
Synthesis of the three levels
Putting these three levels together resulted in an evaluation form, which was used for the analysis of all newspaper articles. An example of a filled-in evaluation form can be found in Appendix C. The results of the analyses will be discussed in the following section.
4. Analyses
Description of the social actors
As stated in section 3.2.1, the first level of the discourse analysis, the description level, divides all social actors into three scopes: a broad, a specific and a narrow scope. In sum, the broad scope analysis shows that both media mainly refer to a group of social actors, such as demonstrators and police officers. Therefore, it is obvious that the Hispanic media reports are similar to the mainstream media.
The specific scope focuses on the genericization and collectivization of the social actors, as explained in section 3.2.1. In the first category, genericization, it is important to mention that both media make a clear distinction between the local police and the national authorities, since both parties started an independent investigation after Brown's death. Additionally, the term African-American/Afroamericano is used in this category by both the Hispanic and the mainstream media. Since this scope is more specific, the group of social actors becomes smaller, which leads to both media looking beyond skin color and at the hybrid identities of the social actors. In the second There is no room in this country for hyphenated Americanism. When I refer to hyphenated Americans, I do not refer to naturalized Americans.
[…]The one absolutely certain way of bringing this nation to ruin, of preventing all possibility of its continuing to be a nation at all, would be to permit it to become a tangle of squabbling nationalities. (Wikipedia, 2015) The second subcategory determination in the nomination section, is similar in both media: the full name and job title of the social actor are mentioned the first time to introduce the person to the audience. The second time the social actor appears only with his last name. The NY Times exclusively uses the honorific title Mr. or Mrs. followed by the last name. Both media refer mainly to the victim and then to the offender. There is a persistent preference for only mentioning the last name, given that both social actors were introduced to the readership in the first days and weeks after the incident. Nevertheless, they do not mention any adjectives or proper nouns. The Hispanic media mainly focuses on the profession and the skin color of the police officer(s) to emphasize that the victim had a different skin color and that the police departments are too homogeneous.
In the identification subsection, with respect to classification, both mainstream and Hispanic media consider the age of the victim more important than his skin color. Both media also report repeatedly that the victim was unarmed. The second social actor is the offender Darren Wilson, whose profession and skin color are put into the spotlight, while his age is barely mentioned. For the remaining social actors, both media also To conclude the analysis of the first level; the description of the text, it can be said that both the mainstream and the Hispanic media mainly focus their coverage on the demonstrators and the police officers in the events following Michael Browns' death, considering them to be opposing parties. Furthermore, since journalists choose to explicitly mention their skin color, they indirectly shift the focus to the years of tension between the whites and blacks in the US. It seems important to highlight that this is even more the case in the Hispanic media, as they systematically mention the fact that the police officers are white. Finally, no noticeable differences were observed between either media regarding the naming of the social actors. The reason for this may be that with regard to the naming of the social actors, it appears that most Hispanic media may have simply translated the mainstream media.
The analysis of the relation between text and social interaction
The second level analyses the relationship between text and interaction according to the Knowledge Device of van Dijk (2008) . As stated in section 3.2.2, this research is limited to the two levels K-3 and K-4, since these levels account for journalists and a specific reader audience. The level K-3 consists of five subjects: the death of Michael Brown, the investigation, the verdict of the jury, the demonstrations and other occurrences. The first subject, namely the death of Michael Brown, is highly present in both media in the articles published shortly after the incident, but becomes gradually secondary as the focus shifts to other events brought on by Browns' death. Both the mainstream and the Hispanic media also point out that Browns' body remained in a pool of blood on the street for hours, which evokes an emotional image with their readers and indicates that the media is criticizing the police. They also emphasize that in contrast to the offender the victim was unarmed.
With respect to the second subject, there are some differences between the mainstream and the Hispanic media concerning to the way in which the investigation is referred to. The third vocabulary element looks at all the ways of referencing the offender, to a large extent discussed in the first level of the analysis. Both the mainstream and the Hispanic media mainly focus on the offenders' position as a police officer. Additionally, the mainstream media also emphasizes the name of the offender, yet refers less to his skin color. The Hispanic media, on the contrary, repeatedly stresses the offender's skin color.
The fourth vocabulary element, the victim, shows that the name and the age of the victim are considered supremely important in both the mainstream and the Hispanic media. In this way, the media manages to the victim an identity: Michael Brown died young while he still had a long future to look forward to. Additionally, the mainstream media also mentions his skin color, while the Hispanic media refers to both his skin color and ethnic origin. Both types of media also emphasize the fact that the victim was unarmed and did not form a life-endangering threat to the police officer. To conclude, the analysis of the third and last level demonstrates that both the mainstream and the Hispanic media mainly prefer an objective choice of words in all cases. However, in some cases they prefer a negative term, which shows their disapproval of the situation. Both the mainstream and theHispanic media stress the importance of the job of a police officer, as well as the fact that the victim was unarmed.
Furthermore, the mainstream media emphasizes that the victim was young, while the Hispanic media focuses on the skin color of both the victim and the offender.
Discussion
The analysis of the three levels indicate that the Hispanic media's coverage in the US of black victims of police violence by white police officers is substantially similar to that of the mainstream media, apart from some subtle differences. The hypothesis that the Hispanic media would condemn the violence against African-Americans and would sympathize with the victim and his surroundings out of solidarity with the second largest minority in the United States can therefore not be corroborated, although it insists, more than its mainstream counterpart, on the black-white ethnic opposition between the victim and his offender.
One possible reason for this lack of uniqueness of the Hispanic media, could be the power of the mainstream media, which reaches the majority of the population, while the Hispanic media is much smaller and consequently has less influence. Moreover, Hispanic media enterprises are being continually procured by American media enterprises, which leads to increasing identification with the mainstream media. Neither the mainstream nor the Hispanic newspaper articles referred to this incident.
It seems, thus, that the extensive reporting about black police victims in the mainstream media is due to the belief that it is time American society gave racism the attention it deserves. Hence the numerous references to institutions and governments, implying that they have a great responsibility to alter the current situation.
Conclusion
This research investigated whether the perspective of the Hispanic media towards the black victims of police violence by white police officers was equal to the perspective of the mainstream media.
To investigate this, 36 mainstream and 38 Hispanic articles were analysed through a discourse analysis of the social actors, based on the theories of Fairclough (2001) A second possibility is to shift the focus to the African-American media and investigate if these reports more explicitly favour black society when reporting about black victims of police violence by white police officers. A third possibility is to investigate other expressions of racism in American society, and whether these are also implemented by the mainstream media, followed by the ethnic media, to promote the matter of racism.
In sum, this research hopes to have delivered a modest contribution to the research literature on the role and the position of the mainstream and Hispanic media in our multicultural society. 
